Burke & Wills Environmental Expedition
Expedition Diary

Friday 20 August:

Patron of the 150th anniversary Burke and Wills Environmental Expedition, actor and conservationist, Jack Thompson, launched the expedition from the Burke and Wills stone memorial in Royal Park Melbourne by farewelling the crew who were setting out to cross Australia from Melbourne to the Gulf of Carpentaria following the 1860 track of Burke and Wills. 
Speaking at this 20 August departure Jack Thompson said the environmental expedition being conducted by the volunteer environmentalists was “a timely audit of the countryside which will enable us to see just how much the bush has altered since Burke and Wills reported on the outback 150 years earlier before they opened it up for settlement”. Thompson who played the role of Burke in the 1985 classic film “Burke and Wills” said Wills had written a very descriptive diary which Dr. King and his team would use as a basis for comparison. “The bush needs friends Thompson said as we have used it pretty hard in the last 150 years and we have to make sure we can use it productively for another 150 years”. 

The famous actor also said there were many environmental issues to be examined along the 1860 track including feral pests like rabbits, foxes, pigs, goats, camels and cane toads all causing damage to the land. It was time, he said, to repair the outback along the track of Burke and Wills and replant trees and vegetation to keep the topsoil intact so that it does not blow dust storms onto Sydney like it did in September 2009. 

In 1860 Burke and Wills left from the same location on the same day 150 years earlier which is why the Burke and Wills Environmental Expedition chose that moment and place. Burke had 19 men, 26 horses and 23 camels and his party looked like an enormously long caravan as it travelled along.
Aboriginal representative Robin Pace-Wise whose people come from near Swan Hill on the expedition’s track, blessed the expedition with generous words of support; the Australian Conservation Foundation environmental scientist Paul Sinclair explained the value of the environmental work to be done; Australian Desert Expeditions director Andrew Harper provided tips on desert crossings and Burke and Wills Environmental Expedition leader Dr. Jonathan King explained the aims and objectives of the environmental mission which planned to travel from Melbourne to the Gulf of Carpentaria to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the original 1860 exploring party which was the first to cross the continent of Australia and film interviews with locals along the way explaining the changes since 1860, issues and recommended solutions.
Dr. King’s honorary team of four environmentalists  – the same number as Burke’s includes himself as the Director, Documentary film presenter and journalist ; and also his deputy Steve Broomhall, the Outback Operations Manager and Stills Photographer who was a stockman on the legendry Brunette Downs cattle station; Michael Dillon, AO,  the world renowned film maker who is director of the documentary film being produced for Channel 7 and who has filmed on Mt. Everest with Sir Edmund Hillary, the first man to climb this mountain – the highest in the world; Ben Beeton the Artist in Residence who has served on many outback projects and who would be representing the environment through which they passed though his artistic creations.

They set off in two Mitsubishi Pajeros lent by Mitsubishi Motors Australia and two Get Around Campers trailers with a tent lent by Get Around Campers along with a boat for filming on rivers. They also named their two Pajeros after Burke’s horse “Billy” and Burke’s most famous camel “Raja” and painted these names on the front of the vehicles. They carried all their film equipment, tents, sleeping bags, camping gear, an Engels fridge on loan and water and food supplies – so that at any time these modern adventurers could survive for a week or two on their own with enough food and water. Telstra also lent them satellite phones and paid the data transmission so they could make and receive calls outback to institutions like Arts Victoria’s Culture Victoria which was helping fund the expedition along with assistance in kind from private companies with environmental consciences. Their story can be seen on the Culture Victoria site: www.cv.vic.gov.au

There was also a strong historical thread running through the expedition and along the track the four adventurers started following Burke’s route as faithfully as possible interviewing old timers along the track whose ancestors had met Burke and Wills or who had inherited stories. It was a tragic triumph as although Burke and Wills successfully crossed the continent they died on the way back at their half way depot at Cooper Creek and the expedition lost a total of seven men with only John King surviving to tell the tale from the advance party of four that travelled from the Cooper to the Gulf and back.  
 21 August

The Burke and Wills Environmental Expedition based themselves at Essendon where they finalized preparations for the trip with the help of local historian and volunteer Christine Lasowski and her husband Henry who organized a fundraising film night featuring Jack Thompson to help fund the costs of the expedition. 
In 1860 Burke and Wills camped at the nearby Moonee Ponds on their first night where they reviewed all their equipment, got to know each other and planned the next stage of the expedition. Burke may have slipped back into Melbourne that night to visit his girlfriend Julia Matthews for a few hours and could also have left his shaving mirror on a tree at the campsite. The local Essendon historical society whose president Bob Chalmers was so welcoming now has this mirror on display. 
22 August

The Moonee Ponds Council hosted a community event in the local park to honour the Burke and Wills Environmental Expedition. The member for Wills Kelvin Thomson, MP who was the keynote speaker wished them well; as did the Mayor, local historians, the Burke and Wills Environmental Expedition’s honorary Melbourne manager Pera Wells, also Colin Carrington and members of the historical society.
Michael Dillon filmed the proceedings as well as Jonathan’s interview with Kelvin Thomson and Jonathan told the stories on camera about Burke and Wills in Moonee Ponds.

In 1860 Burke and Wills travelled from Moonee Ponds to Bulla on 22 August where they set up camp for the first time in a rural landscape well clear of Melbourne at last.  

23 August
The Burke and Wills Environmental Expedition visited different areas around Moonee Ponds in search of environmental issues. The film crew (Michael Dillon and Jonathan King) filmed an interview with Helen Van Den Berg the secretary of the Toxic Tullamarine Group and a member of the Friends of Steele Creek who said the fish which Burke and Wills could have caught in the creek had been poisoned by polluted water long ago and she called for remedial action to restore the creek to the good condition it would have been back in 1860.  They then went on to Clarkfield further north where a major issue in this region is the serrated tussock weed and the film crew filmed an interview with Lachlan Milne, Environment Resource Officer of the Macedon ranges Shire Council who explained this serious pest and recommended solutions for eradicating this feral and invasive weed. The members of the expedition also had lunch by a roaring log fire at the old Coach and Horse Inn 

In 1860 Burke and Wills had also passed by not far from Steele’s Creek and then travelled through Clarkfield and seen the new Coach and Horse Inn which was built in 1857 just three years earlier. Burke and Wills had reached Bolinda by 23 August where they set up camp for the night.

24 August 

The environmental expedition spent the day researching stories in the Moonee Ponds area and contacting locals along the track asking them by phone what issues they wanted filmed and in that way the film crew built up a bank of stories for their environmental television documentary.

In 1860 Burke and Wills had reached the town of Lancefield where they camped the night, met the locals and got large supplies of meat from the local butcher. 
25 August

Channel 7 caught up with the environmental expedition and filmed the expedition’s vehicles and produced a story for the television news presented by Carolyn O’Sullivan. Another expeditionaire Earl de Blonville FRGS visited the expedition to pay his respects and present a lucky mascot, Noodle, a miniature camel, of sorts, which travelled with the expedition all the way.

The environmental expedition then followed the route diverting to Bulla to film the old track used by Burke and Wills which is now under the flight path of jet planes talking off from Tullamarine Airport every few minutes taking passengers in a mode of transport Burke and Wills could never have dreamed of. This was possibly the biggest change to any of the Burke and Wills locations – as an airport with planes arriving and departing now replaced their campsite and showed how much things had changed in 150 years.
Then through driving rain the environmental expedition visited different places Burke visited or stopped at, including Lancefield, where there is a large rock with a plaque put there by the townsfolk recording Burke’s visit in 1860 and which the film crew filmed – despite a torrential down pour. 
The environmental expedition then pushed on towards  Mia Mia north eastern Victoria where they stayed with Heather and Andrew Paterson at the Burke & Wills Winery right on the original Burke and Wills track and enjoyed bottles of Dig Tree and also Burke & Wills wines.

In 1860 Burke and Wills left Lancefield without paying for the meat from the butcher who ran after the caravan of vehicles to demand his money. Having paid up Burke then led his party further north to Glenhope.
26 August

The environmental expedition filmed the famous crater in the ground beside the Burke and Wills track south of Mia Mia painted by Ludwig Becker which has become such a curious historical site for visitors. They then interviewed locals about the historical and environmental issues. Paul Dettmann a local farmer said his great great grandfather met Burke as he travelled through with his party and was so excited that he joined the expedition – at least until the river Murray by which time Dettmann’s ancestor had concluded Burke was such a poor leader the expedition would fail. Local environmentalist Clare Claydon explained the environmental changes since 1860 including the damage done by rabbits – which she feared were increasing and damaging indigenous plants - pointing out feral weeds introduced by explorers like Burke and Wills and the settlers who followed them. She was working with conservationists to regenerate native plants like Banksia in special reserves along the 1860 track. 

In 1860 Burke’s party had passed the crater beside the track quite quickly so the expedition artist Ludwig Becker only had time to draw a quick sketch. But later on he was able to create a work of art which represented the crater so dramatically that people have come on pilgrimages ever since trying to locate the sport from which this skilled artist drew this wonderful image and the direction of Burke’s party passing the crater as depicted by Becker. It is one of the visual highlights of the whole journey, thanks to the brilliant Becker. By the night of 26 August Burke’s party had reached the village of Mia Mia and as they stayed there two days Burke was able to write one of his rare letters and send it back to Melbourne.
27 August

On the environmental side of things, from their base near Mia Mia  the film crew interviewed Rodney Orr an environmental science lecturer based in Bendigo, La Trobe University campus who explained all the problems which arose once authorities began diverting the rivers. As the original flows and courses of the rivers had been ruined with widespread erosion he called for extensive tree planting to restore river banks and help stop rising salt levels – and he stressed the need for government assistance to repair the land beside the river banks and rivers to reverse the damage wrought by previous generations. 

That night the members of the environmental expedition listened to an illustrated slide show historical talk in a nearby village hall by local historian and farmer Martin McGuiness full of stories  about Burke and Wills visiting the area. His packed audience confirmed how much the people along the 1860 track love this historical story. He said Burke preferred to stay in the Mia Mia area because Bendigo was far too rough as it was full of unruly and drunken gold miners living in camps and digging for gold. He also said that places visited by Burke had changed greatly because so many trees had been cut down and so much undergrowth had been removed for grazing.

In 1860 Burke and Wills were enjoying their second day in the one spot at the campsite near Mia Mia taking stock of their equipment and provisions making sure they had everything before they left these little villages which were fewer and further between and reached the Murray River to cross into New South Wales 

28 August
Proud of their historical connections with Burke and Wills who stayed in the village area the Shire and people of Mia Mia put on an educational 150th anniversary festival in a local park to greet the modern expeditioneers with camel processions and camel rides and Land Care displays and other exhibits explaining how the locals were caring for the land today. The City of Bendigo Community Grants and Events Officer Craig Wright provided an official presence. The expedition also visited the Mia Mia Art Exhibition celebrating the 150th anniversary of Burke and Wills where Jonathan interviewed the artist and TV presenter Peter Russell-Clark and bought a painting of the two 1860 explorers he had done called “Ghost Riders in the Sky”. 

After Mia Mia the Pajeros pulled the heavy trailers past Bendigo and past the northern village of Boort where they set up camp for a few days at Camp Slade near Lake Merrin organized by local community activists, environmentalist and bushman Paul Haw. Here they were close to nature in the bush and could sit around camp fires and feel an affinity with the bush they had come to report on for the first time.

In 1860 Burke and Wills travelled further north with their great caravan in search of settled villages or cattle or sheep properties where they could stay with the benefit of some comforts and  reached Piccaninny Creek Station 

29 August

From their Camp Slade base near Boort the environmental expedition interviewed local environmental authority and property owner Paul Haw who explained all the environmental changes since Burke and Wills had passed that way, including the damage to the rivers and lakes and trees by pioneer settlers and well-meaning authorities interfering with nature, loss of habitat and disappearance of birds. The expedition then visited Mt. Hope Station where Burke had stayed and also Pyramid Hill which Burke’s artist Ludwig Becker had climbed and from where he painted a wonder picture – a view of Mt. Hope. Back to the historical theme the film crew interviewed station owner Dr. Peter Barker who told stories of Burke staying in the best bed room and in the best bed at the homestead which he men camped out. Barker showed the film crew the bed and bed room where Burke slept which are preserved as a museum. He even pointed out a bullet hole in the window from a gun he claimed was fired by one of Burke’s party at a nearby campsite during a fight over rum rations. Fortunately the bullet did not hit the sleeping Burke. Pyramid Hill Historical Society president Arthur Young also showed the film crew around the old homestead still standing from Burke’s day. 
The first of the visiting resident environmentalists who would travel with the expedition then came to stay at the campsite - Alfred Heuperman, a specialist on the rising salt levels as well as trees and weeds and Doug Small a specialist on environmental issues including ancient geology and landscapes, loss of biodiversity, history of the land, plants, vegetation and weeds in that part of north eastern Victoria. These passionate carers for the land explained in great depth the impact settlement had had on the environment over the last 150 years and what local farmers were doing to improve their land and ensure production for future generations. Department of Primary Industries Senior Environmental officer Rob O’Brien from Kerang also joined the expedition around the fire to explain local environmental issues and recommend solutions in a camp fire yarn that was the most educational on the tips to date. 
The famous “Fish Lady” Fern Hames then joined as the next environmental specialists to talk about the need to build up the native fish populations in rivers like the local Lodden which they visited. Fern who carried models of Murray Cod and Silver Perch explained how she was protecting these native fish against predators like the introduced Carp for which she also had a life-size model. She is Murray Darling Basin Authority Native Fish Strategy Co-ordinator for Victoria working for the Department of Sustainability and Environment.
In 1860 Burke and Wills had reached the area of Terrick Terrick Station by late August which the artist Ludwig Becker painted during the two days they stayed there camping. That plain had already been cleared by settlers who had set up grazing runs there to feed the gold diggers nearby so was one of the few places that was bare and barren through over-stocking and clearing even when Burke and Wills came through in 1860.
30 August

The film crew then interviewed Fern Hames at the Kerang Fishway who said only 90 per cent of the native fish from the days of Burke and Wills had disappeared and that the introduced carp was taking over the rivers which had been damaged by dams and weirs. She called for a reform of river management to get the rivers flowing freely restore the river banks and trees get rid of introduced species like carp – all to help get native fish populations up again. “If you have healthy fish” she said “You have a healthy river”.  

The film crew then interviewed old Laurie Martin a veteran fisherman who confirmed how difficult it was to catch fish in the Lodden compared to the old days when he would catch more than sixty a day “Just sitting by the bank of the rivers”. Ollie Jane another local a veteran fisherman confirmed the decline in native fish stock blaming dams, reservoirs and pollution but explained how the rivers were being repaired for future generations.

The film crew also filmed at a paddock that looked just like the Terrick Terrick Plains to show what that sort of country looked like today compared to 1860 when Burke and Wills passed by.

In 1860 Burke and Wills were enjoyed their second day in the same spot at Terrick Terrick Station where there were some comforts they wanted to enjoy before they left the settled districts.

31 August

Moving on from the Boort region to Kerang in the tracks of the 1860 explorers the environmental expedition members were interviewed themselves for the local newspaper The Northern Times in which journalist Scott Bourne told the story of their historical and environmental mission.
They then drove north and set up camp on the Murray River near Swan Hill which Burke and Wills had passed through in 1860. 

In 1860 Burke and Wills enjoyed their third day at Terrick Terrick Station as they prepared to break camp and head north.

1 September

The environmentalists then interviewed the authoritive local grazier Ron Hall on his pastoral property who told them stories about Burke and Wills coming through this region and explained how he had managed his property over the years to survive through all the varying seasons.
The environmental expedition members were interviewed themselves again for the local newspaper The Guardian in which journalist Rob Henson told the story of their historical and environmental mission 

In 1860 Burke and Wills reached the area of Pyramid Hill which served as a useful landmark for them because it stands out so high from the surrounding ground.
2 September

The expedition visited Swan Hill because Burke and Wills visited Swan Hill in fact that is where Burke recruited the local sailor Charlie Gray who was the oldest man on the final advance party travelling from Cooper Creek to the Gulf and who would died on the return journey from exhaustion and starvation – although he also suffered from a beating Burke gave him because he stole some rations..

The film crew then interviewed local Aboriginal elder Ivy Bell in Swan Hill whose tribal people were living on the track in 1860 and who told them how badly the pioneers had behaved when they settled her tribal area after Burke and Wills had opened up the country and explained how white people had destroyed her people’s indigenous culture. Although she blamed ignorance and racism Ivy said things had improved in recent years and she had high hopes for future generations of Aborigines who would not suffer from the same discrimination she had suffered from. This was very helpful for our modern investigators to discover the price paid by Aborigines first hand as a result of Burke and Wills exploration.

Then it was time for the Pajeros to pull the Get Around Campers trailers over the mighty Murray River and into New South Wales travelling to Balranald. They had visited Balranald because that was where Burke (who was sick and tired of his over-sized caravan) had held an auction to get rid of excess baggage and had sold of the lime juice they would need later to stop scurvy and from which the artist Ludwig Becker died. While in Balranald the modern expeditionaires met Ron Dueyea a shearer whose great grandmother had cooked the meals for Burke and Wills when they stopped in Balranald. As Dr. King remarked “It just shows how close our history is when a .local comes up to you in the street and explains their family connection with explorers from 150 years ago!”

Then it was onto smaller bushy tracks where Burke and Wills had actually gone inland west from Balranald. Striking out across the Mallee and driving through Mulga Scrub country the Pajeros although on gravel roads travelled as smoothly as if they were on bitumen despite pulling the large Get Around Campers. 

They reached Turlee Station where they camped the night in traditional old huts like those used back in the days of Burke and Wills and called Shearer’s Quarters. 
In 1860 Burke and Wills reached the era of today’s Kerang township and before long they crossed the Lodden River which then was full of fish but which today local authorities and fishermen say lacks the native fish from 1860.
3 September

While staying at Turlee Station a 145,000 acre sheep station they interviewed on film Des Wakefield the owner who said he had been coping with Climate Change for all 37 years he had been managing his property and had developed an effective stock level strategy for coping with drought by reducing or increasing sheep numbers in different years.
Driving over to Wamberra the expedition interviewed on film the most visionary pastoralist they had met to date – Patti Byrnes. She was very helpful from both an historical and also an environmental point of view. Patti whose great grandmother had also cooked for Burke and Wills when they camped on her ancestor’s property Arumpo Station and whose great grand father had carted supplies for Burke up to Menindee explained how she was saving native vegetation and protecting native species like the Mallee Fowl by building large reserves on her land and reducing stock levels to give the land a chance to recover from past levels of over-stocking. Working with indigenous people she has built fences around their reserves to protect the Mallee Fowl and native trees, shrubs and bushes – the names of all of which she knew off by heart. The visionary Patti was one of the greatest and most inspirational pastoralists on the entire expedition and gave the members great hope for the future. 
The expedition then drove from Turlee Station in a hurry. Hearing heavy rains were forecast the expeditioneers they decided to follow local advice and drive a couple of hundred kilometres through the Belah and Mulga trees to Mungo National Park – where they stopped for lunch with Jacques Barichard at Mungo Lodge - and then on to Pooncarie which was as far as they could get because of rain. Although the Pajeros could have got through the dirt tracks - the party decided to play it safe because they were pulling the Get Around Camper trailers and also they did not want to cut up the roads by driving along them after rain.
It does pay to get local advice because no sooner had the Pajeros reached Pooncarie than the skies opened up and it rained steadily all night as the happy campers lay snugly in their sleeping bags safely in Pooncarie. But after more than one inch of rain or 25 ml the expedition members had to wait for the rain to stop and the roads to dry out – because of the impassable muddy roads 
In 1860 Burke and Wills spent their second day near the Lodden River which they had just crossed with their elaborate caravan.
4 September

      The environmental expedition remained marooned at Pooncarie waiting for dry

        weather where they explored the local region including the banks of the Darling River which Burke and Wills had followed in 1860.       
In 1860 Burke and Wills had crossed the Lodden River by now and were north west of Kerang as they headed for one of their last towns, Swan Hill.

5 September

From its Pooncarie base the environmental expedition filmed on the Darling River which they visited because Burke and his party followed this river and used it for water. The film crew filmed near where Burke arrived in 1860 putting their rowing boat in to film the river close up and also the bird life from the best vantage point.
ABC radio’s Ian Macnamara, “Macca” interviewed Jonathan on “Australia All Over” about the progress of the expedition kindly letting listeners know all around Australia. 

In 1860 Burke and Wills were approaching Swan Hill, their last town in Victoria before they crossed the Murray. 
6 September 

The environmental expedition used a break in the heavy rain to drive from Pooncarie to Mungo where they filmed this ancient Aboriginal location where the remains were found of Mungo Man and they also recorded images of the dramatic structural shapes in this desert moonscape which used to be a large lake full of wildlife many many years ago.  
In 1860 Burke and Wills had travelled past Mungo but too far away to see this wonderful place. But by this time they had reached Swan Hill – their last town in Victoria - where they stayed for four days losing and recruiting members of the expedition.
7 September

With a sudden break in the weather and blue skies after a few dry days drying out the roads the environmental expedition drove along the unreliable dirt road from Pooncarie to Menindee where Burke had set up his main base camp before leaving for the interior. 
In 1860 Burke and Wills were organizing things in Swan Hill ready to cross the Murray into New South Wales.
8 September 

The environmental expedition explored Menindee and visited the Darling River at the spot where Burke and his party had crossed the river, interviewing local environmentalist, bird watcher and tour guide Geoff Looney who explained how the Darling River had been undermined by dams, weirs and extractions and needed to flow freely again. 
In 1860 Burke and Wills were organizing things in Swan Hill ready to cross the Murray into New South Wales
9 September 

The environmental expedition established a good base camp at Menindee then explored the surrounding bush around Lake Menindee with Aboriginal Nyampa indigenous elder Beryl Carmichael who taught them all about bush tucker showing them on film the plants and trees with good nutritional and medicinal value. These plants included the Emu Bush which she said was a cure for cancer; wild turnip; onion weed; yams; quondongs, marfee (sweet red berries)  and ruby saltbush.
In 1860 Burke and Wills were finalizing preparations in Swan Hill ready to cross the Murray into New South Wales
10 September 

Burke and Wills had stayed at the local Menindee Hotel – then called Tom Paines – so in order to get close to history the film crew visited the hotel where the owners show visitors the room Burke slept in and a carving he carved into a post. Then while still based in Menindee and anxious to get more historical information  the environmental expedition film crew interviewed the descendant of long time owners of the hotel which is still basically the same building but now called Maidens Hotel, Noelene Ratcliffe. She said the hotel bed was the last one Burke slept in before he went off into the desert where he died. But she claimed her ancestors who went back to the time of Burke believed Burke had been stupid to have left Menindee in the height of summer to walk across the deserts to the Gulf rather than wait for the winter.
The film crew also visited the grave of Dost Mahomet the Moslem member of Burke’s expedition who returned from the Cooper Creek to Menindee and lived and died there.

On the environmental theme they then interviewed RTC Co-ordinator for the Central Darling Shire Council Margo Muscat, down by the Darling River who had hosted their visit to Menindee and also provided accommodation in her son Daniel’s house. Pointing to the river Margot explained the problems of the river caused by too much damming, too many weirs and too much extraction upstream which had left this once mighty river just a shadow of its former self – and nothing like the great river Burke and Wills would have seen. She then took them on an environmental tour of the lakes system to explain the changes since Burke and Wills, pointed out the weirs and explained the solutions to restore health to the river, she loved so much. 

The environmental expedition then met Colin Paterson and other members of DRAG the Darling River Action Group who called for the river to be allowed to run free. 

That night Maiden’s Hotel celebrated the 150th anniversary with a Poets in the Pub event at which leading poets from the bush all around read or recited their creative verses. Renowned poet Ray Liveredge read his epic long verse poem of Burke and Wills, Robert Lindsay read poems and Jonathan recited that old Banjo Paterson favourite “Clancy of the Overflow”.

In 1860 Burke and Wills feasted at a banquet hosted by the local authorise of Swan Hill who farewelled them and wished them well as they prepared to leave Victoria for New South Wales on the next leg of the journey 
11 September 

The local authorities put on a special show for the environmental expedition commemorating the 150th anniversary of the visit of Burke and Wills. Broken Hill’s newspaper The Barrier Daily Truth also celebrated their arrival by publishing a picture story about the expedition featuring Nyampa indigenous elder “Aunty” Beryl Carmichael showing the medicinal and nutritional plants in the bush. 
The highlight was when the Aboriginal elder  “Aunty” Beryl Carmichael conducted a smoking ceremony with burning gum leaves and calling each member forward patted them on the shoulders with a special symbolic item and blessed the members of the expedition and wished them well for the rest of the journey.

The film crew also interviewed local wine grower Paul D’Ettorre about the environmental changes since the days of Burke and Wills who explained the problems of the Darling River caused by the creation of the man-made lake system, the over extraction of irrigation water and the challenges for grape growers at the bottom end of a river mismanaged all along its course.   
They also interviewed Aboriginal rugby champion Harry Kyirby down on the football oval who said conditions were improving for Aboriginals in Menindee and he was glad he was not around when Burke and Wills came through as he believed “whites mistreated blacks back then.” 
That night the Mayor, Des Longfellow from Ivanhoe drove over to host the shire’s official reception dinner at Menindee for the environmental expedition at the local hotel where he congratulated them on their visionary mission. Others from the Shire who attended include Lorraine Looney, Robert Lindsay (poet) and Colin Paterson (DRAG) Meanwhile in an open air theatre before a mainly indigenous audience, Paul D’Ettorre showed a copy of the patron Jack Thompson’s film from 1985 “Burke and Wills” in which Thompson had played the lead, Burke – which the environmental expedition had brought with them.

In 1860 Burke and Wills left Swan Hill and travelled through Kyalite camping at Speewah where a writer of the day said  “Ann Jane Jones led them into M’Kenzie’s place”.

12 September 

The environmental expedition drove from Menindee towards Broken Hill which is not far from the track Burke and Wills followed towards Tibooburra. The film crew stopped and filmed the beautiful fields of ruby red Sturt Desert Pea which were better than ever according to locals because of the excessive rains. They then reached the Broken Hill region where they set up camp on the traditional old Rupee Station just out of Broken Hill – where they were guests of the kind owners Simon and Lindy Molesworth – and where took some time off from the work they were doing on the expedition.

In 1860 Burke was approaching his second last town Balranald (before the final town of Menindee) but he never really gave much time off from the work of his expedition, unlike other exploration leaders like John McDougall Stuart who always gave his men Sunday off to rest. This may have been one of the reasons Burke’s men got sick and seven members of the expedition eventually died. So as the modern expedition wanted to learn lessons from the past mistakes they took a well-earned rest.
END OF LEG ONE

